No person is above the law and journalism plays a key role in ensuring it.

Chet Edwards, former Texas congressman, spoke at Baylor on Tuesday. He is a member
of the Democratic Party and served Texas’ Congressional Districts 11 and 17 from 1991-2005
and 2005-2011, respectively.

Edwards said he considered it a privilege to run for office because of three reasons — he
wanted to have an impact, found public service intellectually stimulating and was able to meet
extraordinary people.

“If you can find a career where you can make a difference on something you care about
that’s intellectually interesting and you meet fascinating people from all walks of life, that’s
about as good as it gets,” Edwards said.

Edwards said journalism is “absolutely essential” to the U.S.’s democracy because it
holds leaders accountable and prevents unchecked power.

Edwards quotes Thomas Jefferson, “Were it left to me to decide whether we should have
a government without newspapers, or newspapers without a government, I should not hesitate a
moment to prefer the latter.”

Edwards said the impeachment process of President Richard Nixon led to the most
powerful person in the country being “brought down” by two journalists in their 20s. Edwards
said if people of prominence mislead journalists, then journalists will question everything both
little and big — serving an important function in society.

“Trust is like an oak tree,” Edwards said. “It might take a hundred years to grow fully,
maturely to a beautiful oak tree. We got a lot of them here in Waco. But if somebody cuts it

down, that oak tree doesn’t come back the next year, or even the next decade.”



According to the Biographical Directory of the United States Congress website, Edwards
was born in Corpus Christi in 1951. Edwards received his B.A. from Texas A&M University in
1974 and his M.B.A from Harvard University Business School in 1981.

Edwards said he doesn’t have a monopoly on wisdom but shares his experiences. He
learned the value of simplicity and the power of a story. He said most award-winning journalists
begin their stories with a real person.

“Whether you’re a journalist or whether you’re in public relations, people you’re trying
to communicate with have to know there’s a heart there,” Edwards said. “They have to know that
you care about them before they really might care at all about what you say to them.”

Edwards said the political system has always been imperfect and it has always been a
rough arena, but that the country has come a long way.

“Please don’t give up on our democracy,” Edwards said. “There’s so much cynicism out
there. If your generation turns off to being involved in our democracy, whether as a journalist, as
a business person, or as just a voter, then this democracy won’t work because it is not a spectator
sport.”

Brad Owens, senior lecturer, said it has been refreshing to talk to Edwards about life and
politics.

“The longer I do this, the more I respect integrity and accountability and a certain warmth
in a politician,” Owens said. “And that matters much more to me than ideology. I just want
people who will deal straight with me and who will be available good days and bad, and that’s

who Chet Edwards has been.”



